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Slavery in the United States
In American history, being a slaveholder was, by definition, directly equated to living in fear. The paranoia and fear of slavery originated from the south of the United States of America (Parish 2018). The blacks worked in plantations owned by whites, for instance, cotton farms. The enslaved population lived in fear due to several factors, which include the constant threat that they would be sold. Slaves lived in fear that a personal crisis with the master or financial loss could plunge them into the auction market.
To add, the African American women were under constant fear and threats that emanated from sexual exploitation from their overseers and masters. They were sexually harassed, stalked, or raped or used as concubines. The slave men had limited powers to salvage their women and loved ones from such ordeal. Also, plantation discipline aggravated the situation. The slaves got punished for being slow at work, being late when it came to reporting to the fields, for running away, defying the authority, among other reasons. They were punished through various forms that included torture, imprisonment, whipping, mutilation, and being sold to the slave block. In some cases, they were murdered (Parish 2018).
Besides, slaves in the entire South lived under the Slave Codes, which was a state law that considered slaves as property. The code barred slaves from business, owning firearms, testify in a case involving a white,  gather without the supervision of a white, possess anti-slavery materials of any form, and so on. The codes were enforced by white patrols who worked towards suppressing any insurrection. Any rumor of revolt would lead to torture, terrorism, and the killing of blacks. Other slaves lived in Southern cities working as domestics. The urban slaves had an opportunity of learning and mingling with the free blacks.
In their resistance, slaves used go-slows, destroyed crops, vandalized machinery, and forged sickness. They argued and fought their masters, stole livestock, burnt buildings, and forests. Many slaves ran away, others formed maroon communities while others revolted
The events culminating from slavery led to the formation of the Republican Party, which is one of the United States’ leading political parties. As a coalition, it was founded in 1854 to oppose the transition of slavery into other western boundaries (Karp 2019, p 524-545). The party strives to protect the human rights of African Americans after the Civil War. The main goal of the Republic Party was not to immediately suppress slavery in the south but rather to curb the expansion of slavery westward. They feared that such a move would enable the slaveholding interests to dominate national politics. The Democratic Party, formed in 1792, faced slavery as a significant issue. The party’s present name dates back in the 1830s during the presidential tenure of Andrew Jackson. The party witnessed constant disputes in the 1840s -50s about the idea of overlapping slavery into the western regions. The democrats in the South held the notion of protecting slavery-related activities in all areas.
On the contrary, many northern Democrats resisted such an idea (Martin, 2019, p 1945-1976). During the party’s 1860    presidential convention in South Carolina, the issue of slavery split the party. The Northern Democrats chose Stephen Douglas as their party candidate while the Southern Democrats with their pro-slavery slogans chose John Breckinridge in an election that Abraham Lincoln won on the newly formed Republican Party.
In the case of slavery, the northerners were more rational than the southerners who held the idea of slavery as being a pillar of the region’s economy. Most of the northerners believed that blacks were inferior to the whites, but they profoundly doubted the slavery benevolence held by the southerners. The Northern abolitionists, like William Garrison, used their voices to denounce slavery in America.
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